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Why ABC?

* Notime

* No shared design language
* Increasing complexity

* Hard to see the whole

student journey




 Used across the UK, Europe and
globally
e 20+ translations and adaptations

(Chinese, Arabic, Welsh)

 Adopted across disciplines and

contexts

e ABD LD book!



Context - UCL

Founded in 1826 in the heart
of London,

UCL is London’s leading
multidisciplinary university,
with more than

18,000 staff and

51,000 students from over

150 different countries,

11 faculties.




Context - UCL initiatives 2014

Obijective 7:

To establish a digital learning infrastructure that connects students
with each other, with staff, with research and with the wider world

This strategy prioritises research-based
learning; bringing staff and students together
to learn from each other; and ensuring that
students are partners in our community. These

3. We will provide world-class tools, support
and infrastructure for teaching and support
staff. This will help them develop their own
digital scholarship; enable them to design
curricula for blended learning; support creation
and use of media in teaching; and support

principles underpin the choices we will make
about digital education. We have set ourselves
the task of being world-leading in digital
education by 2034 and want to establish UCL

as a blended campus in which technology

them to use innovative spaces for student-
centred and collaborative learning,.

supports authentic, creative and collaborative
learning, enables a wide range of assessment
approaches, augments face-to-face contact and
encourages productive learning outside of the
classroom. There are three strands to achieving
this objective:

1. We will provide a distinctive digital

The UCL Connected
Curriculum Framework
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The UCL Connected Curriculum framework is
designed to ba applied flexibly by dapartmeants
and faculties to each taught programme, bath
undergraduate and postgraduate. Quality Raview
procassas, for axample the Annual Studant
Expanance Beviaw (ASER) and Intarnal Cuality
Review (IOR), will invite departments panodicaly to
describe their developmants in curmiculum dasign.
Areas of focus should include showina how maodulas



ABC Workshop

 Based on well-respected pedagogic
theory (Laurillard 2012)

* Collaborative design (small teams)

* Visual storyboard of learning

* Focus on what students actually do -

* Rapid - typically 90 minutes




ABC Workshop ‘buzz’
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UCL Home » abc-ld » ABC Leamning Design @ UCL

ABC Learning Design @ UCL

ABC LD

ABC Learning Design @ UCL

ABC publications

ABC LD 2020 guides and
toolkit

Online ABC

Acquisition

This is the UCL site for ABC Learning Design. The Erasmus+ project site
(2018-2020) and the latest version of ABC Toolkit can also be found at Erasmus+ ABC

Collaboration

Investigation to VLE: beyond curriculum design .
Discussion

ABC at UCL
Practice

The ABC model has been widely used across UCL (and the sector) in the format

Kroduction of the ABC workshop, developed by UCL Digital Education. During the ‘classic’

https://blogs.ucl.ac.uk/abc-1d/

https://abc-ld.org/
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About ABC Learning Design ABC
LATEST: Webinar: ABC Learning Design: Active, blended, connected and beyond - -
Learning Design

- online book launch on 7th May 2026. Meet the editors and book contributers.
Register for the webinar here.
Active, blended, connected and beyond

Teachers discussing the redesign of a module during an
ABC workshop at UCL.

‘UCLPRESS

https://uclpress.co.uk/book/abc-learning-design/



https://uclpress.co.uk/book/abc-learning-design/

HEFCE project and evaluation 2016-2018

UCL Home » Digital Education team blog » UCL's new HEFCE-funded curriculum enhd

UCL's new HEFCE-funded
curriculum enhancement project

By Clive Young, on 1 December 2016

Following our successful bid to the HEFCE Catalyst Fund, which aims
to drive innovation in the higher education sector, Digital Education
and CALT launch a new project today called UCL Action for Curriculum
Enhancement (ACE).

UCLACE is one of 67 new HEFCE-funded projects which will develop and
evaluate small-scale, experimental innovations with specific cohorts of
learners and will run for a period of 16 months.

The project links to our commitment in the UCL Education Strategy 2016-21

to the development and implementation of the Connected Curriculum and ) ) ..
UCL's new HEFCE-funded curriculum enhancement project | UCL Digital

Education team blog

the ABC learning design process. It aims to develop and evaluate UCL's

innovative rapid-development approaches to blended curriculum design,



https://blogs.ucl.ac.uk/digital-education/2016/12/01/ucls-new-hefce-funded-curriculum-enhancement-project/
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Erasmus+ (2018-2020)

ABC to VLE: beyond curriculum design

2018 — 2020 (24 months)
Developed a downloadable toolkit that can be used globally by
any institution in the sector.

Co-funded by the
Erasmus+ Programme
of the European Union

https://abc-ld.org/abc-learning-design-toolkit-2020/



Erasmus+ evaluation

Co-funded by the
4 Erasmus+ Programme
i 2 s of the European Union
Fa v

o

PARTICIPANTS (n=344)

73,9% (n=254) find they have discussed
with colleagues about course design to a
great or very great extent.

Become a more confident teacher

43,9% (n=151) of participants feel more
confident to a great or very great extent
after the method.

https://abc-ld.org/evaluation/

More than fifty percent (53,2%, n=183) find
that the ABC method has an impact on the
(re)design of a course to a greal or very
great extent

26,5% (n=91) say that the method had an
impact on the implementation of the
institution’s strategy on education to a great
or very great extent.
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Translations

Foreign Language Adaptations

The following translations have been contributed g ot s T T—
by members of the ABC Learning Design o
community. There are currently more than 10
translations available, with more being added all

the time. If you would like to share an adaptation Wissenserwerb
with the community, please contact Natasa and
Clive via the contact page. Kollaboration

Studierende |

. Ara-bnc trans!atlons: | ‘x’:f?:“gl od Diskussion
« 1. Kindly provided by Dr. Bandar Alzahrani, EDSIESTESt Beim kollabol
Reseércher, P.o.licy .and Slandclered Analystat | 7 z‘agteefsf"he iezf Forschendes Lernen
Scottish Qualification Authority (SQA). ABC to VLE workshop cards translated into Croatian indem sie Kot Beim Lernen
https://www.sqga.org.uk diskutierenu  jhre Ideen un . -
D /! ga ot / | — broblemstell  studicrende|  B&iMforsch  Wissen anwenden
2. Kindly provided by Somia A. Al-Qudah, IR issen. Thesendery  ©igenstandi
Assistant Profes?or in.TransIation S‘Fudies, Yar.mouk Unive-rsi.ty, Jordan. g:::t‘ngt: i?leebf::iﬁ Produkt erstellen
Catalan translation (zip 11.4MB) - kindly provided by Jordi Vivancos from XTEC - Xarxa Studicendl Hedlinsan
Telematica Educativa de Catalunya http://www.xtec.cat und bewert  Kommiliton*in

Croatian translation (zip 11.3 MB) - kindly provided by Sandra Kucina Softic, Tamara Birkic
and Tona Radobolja from University of Zagreb University Computing Centre (SRCE).
www.srce.unizg.hr

Czech translation (zip 23.5 Mb)- kindly provided by Zbynék Tonar and Milena Kralickova,
Charles University in Prague https://cczv.cuni.cz. More information https://cczv.cuni.cz/
CCZV-342.html

Danish translation (zip 17.3 MB) - kindly provided by Svend Tveden-Nyborg and Anders
Nordbgge Thiel from Absalon professionshgjskole.

Dutch translation (“ABC Curriculumontwerp”) (zip 320KB) - kindly provided by Teaching &

Learning Centre, Universiteit van Amsterdam.
Estonian translation (zip 4 MB) - kindly provided by Linda Helene Sillat, Kaire Kollom and
colleagues from Tallinna Ulikool, Estonia.

Finnish translation and adaptation (zip 23.1 MB) kindly provided by Sanna-Katja Parikka and

Veera Kallunki from the Educational Technology Services at the University of Helsinki,

aufgabenimmz
angeregt, Kon:
und den eigen
Lernziele zu ve

ST
085G wemem

Studierende erstellen ein “Produkt” (z.B. in Form
eines Essays, einer Prasentation, eines Artefakts).
Damit machen sie ihr Verstandnis und Wissen
sichtbar und einer Uberpriifung zugénglich.
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https://abc-Id.org/download-abc/translations/



Community
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In the UK, ABC is widely used beyond UCL

Models, frameworks and approaches for supporting learning design
A range of models and processes were highlighted in the free text
responses, including the ABC model, Carpe Diem, Laurillard’s
conversational framework, the Open University models, constructive
alignment, the ICEBERG model, and various bespoke models.

of free text comments

4 0 O/ mentioned use/adaptation
0 of the ABC methodology

JISC report 2022 https://www.jisc.ac.uk/reports/approaches-to-curriculum-and-learning-design-across-uk-higher-education

Approaches to curriculum

and learning deg;
ign
UK higher educatl%nacmss




From Grassroots to Official Strategy

ABC et al: “inception to launch” support — Programme Development Unit Dec 2021

ABC in partnership with other tools

Design workshop

rafting Learnin
Outcomes workshop

Introduction to programme design and review
Programme Designh Workshops 1 & 2

Crafting effective (intended) learning outcomes
Student Review session (with student partners)
ABC learning design journey mapping

CHART assessment visualisation (also pinpoints where
programme learning outcomes are assessed)



Programme Development Support Portfolio

7~ O\ 7~ O\ 7 N\

_________5 __________————,—,a,aaS~ooo . Y
Programme

: .
Design workshop

Student Review NG T
(1 — —

New / review I I Complete N —
course I N course & T .
initiation Finance / module Complete

paperwork NN

for approval
business paperwork course &

case module Course
approval paperwork Programme approved

Crafting Learning Design workshop
Outcomes workshop (2)

Planning meeting
with PDU

Sessions and workshops designed for course (programme) leads and/or teams developing new, or
completing a significant review of existing, taught courses.

Each session can be offered independently but the flexibility of the ‘initiation-to-launch’ principle
means each one can feed information and insights into any of the others.

EEE—
session 4 T ABG LEﬂ[ning

Submit BN Designworkshop
Module design

development

CHART Tool
(Assessment

Mapping)



New developments - China

Centre for
Teaching and Learning Development

Central South University
Changsha, Hunan, China

https://mp.weixin.qg.com/s/fw6HIADTPLKIHqFK8unftA



https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/EHFp5J3wBYxl_6XnjCDacw
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/fw6HiADTPLKlHqFK8unftA

New developments - France

MINISTERE

DE L'EDUCATION
NATIONALE,

DE L'ENSEIGNEMENT
SUPERIEUR

ET DE LA RECHERCHE

Liberté
Egalité
Fraternité
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An ABC learning design plugin for Moodle
French ministry of education

ABC Method
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New developments — shared by others

-
ABC COURSE DESIGN WORKSHOP

Training delivered by the SRCE team

(Q\(o\rO\ or all. STTAIRS proiect partners unha actividade formativa sobre ABC Course Design
o Workshop, impartida polo equipo de SRCE para as

CAFI -CECUFP + Follow %

16 followers

4d « ®

No marco do proxecto Erasmus+ STTAIRS, desenvolveuse

7

R # A practical workshop entidades socias do proxecto.
5 ~ to support collaborative
» = course design. align learning

sotfusting and assesamant. A sesion centrouse no desefio colaborativo de cursos, na

and plan next steps as a team.

MODULE INFO & GRAPHS SHEET + Course summary - a tweet-size
description of the module

« ECTS points

» Learning outcomes

« Learning types activities graph
« Blended graph

« Storyboard - learning
l CSEET types and activities
= « Assessment - align

activities and

s » assessment
Igz i « Assessment of and for

learning

definicion de resultados de aprendizaxe, na planificacion
de actividades e na alinacion entre metodoloxia e
avaliacion.

Séguenos na nosa web para saber mais do
proxecto: https://Inkd.in/eKqg-F2y3

STORYBOARD SHEET

A

#Sttairs_Erasmus #STTAIRS #ErasmusPlus #CourseDesign

. REVIEW & REFLECTION gy - Revew the graphs
@ @ » What has changed?
== N . Why?
e As part of the STTAIRS Erasmus+ project, a training activity
ACTION PLAN plan A et . .
/r\g « Define actions () on the ABC Course Design Workshop was delivered by the
® . i iamian kb a— SRCE team for the project partners.

: g, Co-funded by ' : . .
CHFL a3 the European Union The session focused on collaborative course design,

learning outcomes, activity planning, and the alignment

T < methodioloay and assessment.

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/cafi-cecufp_sttairsabrerasmus-sttairs-erasmusplus-activity-7457799141101010944-
CZBs/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAA03kG4BrIVyuZ0xXi2RvN10iL2Qv3qpOhO



What we learned from writing the book

* Simplicity works

* The conversation matters more than the tools
* It works best if people adapt it locally

* |t creates a shared design language

* |t fits how academic colleagues actually work
* Open and easy to use

* Flexible across disciplines

* Often spreads informally ‘word of mouth’




Book chapters cover range of use cases of ABC

* Embedding into programme development process
 Implementation of institutional strategy
 Enhancing reflection and inclusivity

 Faculty development

 Online learning design

* Postgraduate teaching

* Professional learning in challenging environments
 Scaling up professional development in schools

 Transnational initiative ‘shared design language’



Book: 14t April 2026

" [nternational perspectives and variations
= Critical reflections and extensions

= Future directions and applications for
ABC | | pp
learning design

Learning Design

Active, blended, connected and beyond
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resources: abc-ld.org

Individual chapter download:
https://www.jstor.org/content/oa _book edited/jj.34571103

Mailing list www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/wa-jisc.exe?AO=ABC-LD



https://www.jstor.org/content/oa_book_edited/jj.34571103
http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/wa-jisc.exe?A0=ABC-LD

